HUGH HERON

know someone who is renovat-
1§ ingalarge 35-year-old home. Re-
cently she said to me, “We're
spendmgso much money, we could
have bought a brand new house!”
Cerlainly, people renovate homes
without suich a major financial out-
lay, but as it often happens, one
thingled to anoiher ... and it’s taken
months of upheaval, mess and
money to bring the entire house up
to consistent modern standards.
Her comment about being able to
by a new home is interesting, and
those who are considering major
remvahonsma,ywantlukxﬂatﬂle
big picture before making that de-
cision,
Renovations can run into tens,
and even hundreds of thousands of
dollars and in theend, you still have

ON-SITE INSIGHT

an older home. In the case of a fami-
ly homestead, historical heme, a
dwelling you love or a house that’s
in the perfect location, renovation
can be an exciting and worthwhile
practice. But if you're not living in

e

that you can alse look at a different
locale that might meet your lifestyle
needs better. It may be closer te

with walking
1t might even be in the

you decide to take this path, do it
right. Be careful and keep an open

mind to possibilities. If you redo a
room or two, the other spaces in
your home will pale by comparison,
so be aware that one thing may lead
to another.

It may be tempting to use the un-
derground economy for your reno-
vation, but you take a terrible risk.

dents happen on your property, you
areresponsible.
The best thing you can do is turn

vate.
The Guide lists five steps to take
to a successful reno, the first of

which is selecting a reputable, trust-

Mikey

THE BEAT GOES DR,

Giving back to the
_ community with heart

In 2003, the Heron Group and
Heathwood established

Salem,
e o
2002. This non-profit charitable

worthy renovator. BILD even pre-

sents Renovation & Custom Builder

Awards every year. You can check
information.

the contractor has worked for in
your area and ask these clients
whether they were happy with the
and the service.

It’s the same advice I give new
buyers—do your homework.
Purchasing a new home or reno-
vating an older one should be an ex-
citing and happy experience.
Whichever you 3 steps
o make sure you get the best resuits
for hard-earned money. And



